PSCI 2211: Assignment 3
Please complete this assignment by 2/22/2022, 11:59PM. I strongly encourage you to work with others; if you do so, please document who you worked with. 

Fearon-Laitin (2003) Overview 
You will be able to answer these questions after reading the abstract and introduction to Fearon and Laitin 2003 (stop at “Civil War Since 1945”). That said, reading the whole thing certainly wouldn’t be bad for you.
Question 1: According to F+L, what are the major factors driving the outbreak of civil wars? 
Question 2: Consider the following hypothesis: “countries like Iraq are conflict prone because they have large Sunni and Shia populations. Historically, Sunni and Shia have been in conflict, and so these groups will continue fighting wars.” Does F+L support this hypothesis, or do they suggest something else is playing a role?
Question 3: Verbally, discuss how the key covariates that F+L discuss could relate to c_R.
Question 4: Verbally, discuss how the key covariates that F+L discuss could relate to p.

Arbitrating Between Models
In the past two worksheets, we examined private information and commitment problems as sources of conflict. Here you will see if the statistical results in F+L lend themselves to one explanation over the other.
Above, you described how the drivers for civil wars that F+L identified could relate to c_R. Here, we are going to see how the two models respond to changes in c_R. Specifically, we will see if the following Statements are true or not.
(1) Within the incomplete information model, as c_R decreases, war will become more likely. And, as c_R increases, war will become less likely.

(2) Within the commitment problems model, as c_R decreases, war will become more likely. And, as c_R increases, war will become less likely.

We will examine these two competing ideas backwards. First, open the Two-Period Crisis Bargaining Model excel worksheet, and plug in the following parameter values: p1 = 0.5, p2 = 0.7, c_G = 0.2, and c_R = 0.5. 
Question 5: Will war happen in the game under these parameters? If you decrease c_R, will war ever occur?
Now plug in the following parameter values: p1 = 0.2, p2 = 0.7, c_G = 0.2, and c_R = 0.5. 
Question 6: Will war happen in the game under these parameters? If you decrease c_R, will war ever occur?
Now start with a set of parameters where war will occur. Use p1 = 0.1, p2 = 0.9, c_G = 0.5, and c_R = 0.3. 
Question 7: (harder) As c_R increases, will war continue to occur? Why is this happening?
Question 8: Continue manipulating parameters. Based on this analysis, do you find support for Statement 2 within the commitment problems model?

Now open the Private Information Crisis Bargaining Model worksheet. Plug in the following parameters. (a) p = 0.5, c_G = 0.2, c_R1 = 0.2, c_R2 = 0.5, and omega = 0.5.
Question 9: Will war happen in the game under these parameters? If you decrease c_R2 (within what is allowed), will war ever occur? 
Question 10: Return to the parameters p = 0.5, c_G = 0.2, c_R1 = 0.2, c_R2 = 0.5, and omega = 0.5. If you decrease c_R1, will war ever occur?
Question 11: Based on the previous two analyses, is Statement 1 supported by the model with private information?
Now plug in the following parameters: p = 0.5, c_G = 0.2, c_R1 = 0.1, c_R2 = 0.2, and omega = 0.5.
Question 12: Will war happen under these parameters?
Question 13: If you increase c_R1, will war ever happen? 
Question 14: If you increase c_R2, will war ever happen? 
Question 15: Describe why the analysis you just did contradicts Statement 1.
You might be thinking: well, we’re only manipulating c_R1 and c_R2 independently. Maybe Statement 1 would have support if we manipulated both simultaneously. 
Question 16: Provide two sets of parameters, and “original” set of parameters and a “new” set of parameters, where the only difference is that the original c_R1 is greater than the new c_R1, and the original c_R2 is greater than the new c_R2. Choose values that show, as both c_R1 and c_R2 decrease, war can become less likely.
Question 17: Provide two sets of parameters, and “original” set of parameters and a “new” set of parameters, where the only difference is that the original c_R1 is greater than the new c_R1, and the original c_R2 is greater than the new c_R2. Choose values that show, as both c_R1 and c_R2 decrease, war can become more likely.
Question 18: Overall, is there a clear relationship between the rebel’s costs of war and the outbreak of conflict in the Private Information Crisis Bargaining model?
Question 19: Based on this exercise, what cause of war do you think has more empirical justification?



